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As COVID-19 continues its march, 
eaders build walls of tighter rules 


‘All hands on 
deck’ as Health 
Department 
races the clock 


By SANDRA TAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Public health officials acknowledged 
Monday that it has already become im- 
possible to trace everyone who may have 
been exposed to COVID-19 from the sev- 
en confirmed cases so far in Erie County. 

So the county announced where 
those who tested positive for COVID-19 
shopped and traveled in recent weeks 
and will rely on the news media and so- 
cial media to help spread the word. 

“With thousands and thousands of 
contacts - and these could be people 
from all over the United States with the 
plane and the train - there will be more,” 
said Health Commissioner Dr. Gale 
Burstein. “We can’t possibly contact all 
those people.” 

Monday night, in an email from the 
county Health Department, the lab said: 
“Due to a technical issue, laboratory re- 
sults for (Monday’s) sample runs will be 
delayed.” The lab said results should be 
available today. 

The decision to publicize the informa- 
tion is a 180-degree turn from two weeks 


See County on Page A7 


Related coverage 


e Guns and ammo: Brisk sales locally 
indicate some people are worried about 
turmoil. Page C1 


e Good advice: If you have a cough and 
a fever, call your doctor — don’t just show 
up there. Page C1 


Erie County totals 


Although the numbers are 
subject to change, officials 
tracked down the first cases. 
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Where those infected 
with virus have been 


Erie County issued a public 
advisory Monday afternoon, 
providing a list of places and 
methods of travel that individu- 
als who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 were in recent weeks. 
The Erie County Department of 
Health advised any individuals 
who were present at the follow- 
ing places and times to monitor 
themselves daily for symptoms 
of COVID-19: 


March 4: United Airlines Flight 
Eagle United from Austin to 
Washington, D.C., No. UA6028; 
and from Washington, D.C., to 
Buffalo, No. UA4810. 


March 9: Amtrak Train No. 49, 
New York City to Buffalo, with a 
midnight arrival. 


March 10: Walden Galleria in 
Cheektowaga (no specific time 
frame is yet available) 


March 11: Wegmans, Alberta 
Drive, Amherst; 12 to 12:30 p.m. 


March 12: Aldi, Transit Road, 
Depew; approximately 6:30 p.m. 


March 13: Rite Aid, North 
Buffalo Road, Orchard Park; 
7 to 8 p.m. 


Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 
Donald Turner wipes down seats at Buffalo Niagara International Airport in Cheektowaga, where traffic is greatly diminished by fear and rules. 


Districts ensuring students 
have food during closures 


By Jay REY 
AND BARBARA O’BRIEN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTERS 


Now begins the job of making 
sure kids are still being fed. 

Across the region, school dis- 
tricts — shut down for at least a 
month amid concerns of spread- 
ing the new coronavirus - will 
roll out grab-and-go meals start- 
ing today to ensure that those 
students who rely on school 
lunches and breakfasts are still 
getting them. 

That was a huge concern 
about closing schools for any ex- 
tended period of time, particu- 
larly in a large, poor district like 


Buffalo, where 83% of the stu- 
dents are considered economi- 
cally disadvantaged. 

The Buffalo Public Schools, 
where all students receive a free 
lunch, will have 28 designated 
schools around the city where 
families can grab a lunch for 
their child, along with a conti- 
nental-style breakfast for the fol- 
lowing morning. 

Those can be picked up from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday through 
Friday until schools are back in 
session. 

“They are not going to be eat- 
ing on site, but any student can 


See Lunch on Page A6 


Related: For MORE CORONAVIRUS COVERAGE, 
SEE CITY & REGION AND BUSINESS SECTIONS. PAGES C1, C6 


Restrictions on size 
of gatherings pinch 
range of businesses 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - The novel coro- 
navirus, continuing its march 
across New York State, led offi- 
cials to impose a statewide clo- 
sure order on all schools, res- 
taurants, movie theaters, bars, 
casinos, gyms and any gather- 
ing - from anniversary parties 
to funerals — that attracts more 
than 50 people. 

The order came in advance 
of a new recommendation from 
President Trump: Americans 
should avoid any gathering with 
more than 10 people for the next 
15 days. 

Nonessential businesses, 
which the Cuomo administra- 
tion had not clearly defined, also 
were asked to limit operations; 
state and local governments 
sent tens of thousands of work- 
ers home to work remotely; and 
public and private agencies were 
rushing to add new hospital bed 
space and relaxing rules to let 
hospitals squeeze in more pa- 
tients in existing space. 

One thing not stopping: the 
flow of booze. Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo said emergency reg- 
ulations will be approved to let 
restaurants, bars, wineries and 
distilleries sell beer, wine and 
spirits to anxious takeout cus- 
tomers. While eating establish- 
ments are shuttered, they can 
still sell and deliver food orders, 
too. 

Residents were being asked 
to curtail nonessential driving 
as the number of known cases 
hit 950 in New York State and 
resulted in seven deaths. 

“We are fighting a war 
against this virus,” Cuomo said 
Monday shortly after announc- 
ing a new public gathering order 
with the governors of New Jer- 
sey and Connecticut. 


See Coronavirus on Page A6 


Can internet handle all 
the extra traffic? 

Will so many people working 
from home cause system 
problems? Page A5. 

e Not precise: For every novel 


coronavirus case diagnosed, five 
to 10 go undetected. Page A5 


e Politics: President Trump 
says Gov. Andrew Cuomo needs 
to “do more” for the state. 

Page A4 


America’s economy begins to shut down 
as measures to halt pandemic take hold 


NEWS WIRE SERVICES 


WASHINGTON - In some plac- 
es, public officials and private busi- 
ness owners moved with stunning 
speed. In others, paralyzing hesi- 
tancy, defiant bravado or blithe 
disregard dominated. But by Mon- 
day, it was clear everywhere that 
most of the American economy 
was grinding to an unparalleled 
halt and would remain that way 
for months. 

On Wall Street, brokers and an- 


Dow plummets 


Stocks sustain their worst losses 
since 1987 crash as coronavirus 
collapse continues. 
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alysts were acting as if an econom- 
ic collapse were inevitable, despite 
the Federal Reserve’s move Sunday 
night to cut interest rates to near 
zero and to begin purchasing $700 
billion worth of Treasury bonds 
and mortgage-backed securities in 
a bid to calm jittery markets. 

The S&P 500 fell nearly 12% 
Monday and global oil prices slid 
below $30 a barrel, the lowest level 
in more than four years. 


See Economy on Page A7 
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Showers and cooler. High 44, low 
28. Details on Page C10 
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